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STANDARDS COMMITTEE

To:  Chair, Ladies and Gentlemen

Member Training

1.0 SUMMARY OF THE REPORT

1.1 Since the appointment of a number of new members to the Standards Committee 
there has been regular consideration of training and how this can be provided.  A 
number of suggestions have been discussed including shared training with a 
neighbouring authority and attendance at Council meetings here. Attendance at 
Standards Committee meetings in neighbouring authorities has also been discussed.

1.2 This issue has been progressed and members of this Committee have been 
supported and facilitated in these activities, although joint training with a 
neighbouring authority has not yet been delivered as no such training has been 
available.

1.3 This remains an issue that will need to be continuously up-dated and it is suggested 
that it remains as a standing agenda item for future meetings of this Committee

2.0 RECOMMENDATIONS that

2.1 The content of this report be noted.

2.2 The issue of member training be included as a standing agenda item for future 
meetings.
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3.0 INTRODUCTION AND BACKGROUND

3.1 The issue of training for members of this committee has been a standing item on the 
agenda since the committee in its current constitution first met. 

3.2 Members of the Committee and officers considered a number of options and 
democratic services staff have facilitated attendance by our members at Standards 
Committees in other authorities either virtually or in person to enable learning from 
the practice of others.

3.3 Members of the Committee have also watched webcasts of Council meetings in 
order to familiarise themselves with the way in which the Council does business. 
There was some discussion during the Standards Committee meeting in March 
about the physical attendance at Council Meetings, including the basis and purpose 
of such attendance. It was accepted by members that they would attend any Council 
meetings as observers and not with a view to having any specific role to play.

3.4 An offer has been received from Rhondda Cynon Taf County Borough Council to 
offer joint training to the members of Merthyr Tydfil CBC and Rhondda Cynon Taf 
CBC Standards Committees and this was accepted by members although no such 
training has been offered to date.

3.5 Training will continue to be an important issue and members may consider it 
appropriate to retain it as a standing agenda item.

4.0 FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS

4.1 There are no financial implications directly arising from this report. Members are 
funded to attend training as it arises and this cost will be met from existing budgets.  

CARYS KENNEDY
MONITORING OFFICER 
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